SIER SWEPT
- BY GREAT FIRE

Business District Suffers Four
to Five Million Dollars Locs.

-

OTHER CITIES SEND HELP

Three City Blocks Burned Over—
Blazz Probably Caused by De-

~ Aective Eleciric Wir. .

Stecial to The New York Times.

TI.OCHESTER, N. Y., Feb. 26.—The most
ﬂisastrous"fire in the history of Rochester
raged from 5 ¢ 'clock this morning until aft-
erncon. Before the Fire Department, assiste‘d
bv reinforcements from Syracuse and Buffa-
lo, h;ad checked the flames they had swept
the retail clothing and dry goods district
for a space of thre'e blocks and had in-
flicted a2 loss which is now estimated by
insurance experts at from &1,000,000 to
£35,000,0600. Of this amount, $750,000 repre-
sents the loss on buildings and the rest is
on stocks and office furnishings. In ad-

dition, about 2,300 persons are, for the
time being, thrown out of employment..

Three out of the five big department.

stores of the citvy were consumed by the
fiames, one of them, the Sibley, Lindsay &
Curr Company, being by far the largest
establishment of the kind in the city. This
firm alone suffered a loss estimated at
$1,250,000, a large portion of which is cov-
ered by insurance.

The fire was discovered by the night
wateihimian in the employ of the Rochester
Dry Goods Company. who says it started
from a fuse which blew out in the electric
elevaior connection. Almost simultaneous-
Iy an explosion occurred in the basement
of Beadle & Sherburne’'s store, next door.
Smoke and flames poured through the ele-
vator grating in the sidewalk., and in an
incredibly short time the buildings were a
mas; of flame,

Secretary Carey of the Rochester Dry
Goods Company, in whose building the fire

started, attribuites the fire to deficient

elqctric wiring.
“* Qur elevator is run by electricity,” he

said, **and the power is left on each night |

o that the nightt watchman can use the

car to get to the floors above. 1 think |

that the fire was caused by the electric
wires, as it staried around the centre ele-
vator.” :

Eiatent of Burned Distriet.

The burncd qistrict lies on the north side
ol Main Street, between St. Paul Strect
and Clinton Avenue, running from St Paul
Sireet almost the entire length of the
block. The fire started on the castern end
of the block, in the siore of the Rochéster
DPry Goods Cormpany. and worked west.
taking but one store east of 1his estab-
lishmni, trat of the Walkover Shoe Coma-
pany, belere its progress was checked in
that direction. Next wesf was the store of
the Beadle, Sherburne Company, which was
destiroyved. Then the fiames ate up the
marble block gccupied by the Sibley, Lind-

sayv & Curr Company, and finally the thir-
teen-story granite building, a so-called fire- .
proof structure, and the finest commercial |

building in the city.

Only the front wall of the Marble Build-
ing is standing to-night. The shezll of the
Granite Building is intaci, and the floors
are In place, but the building has been

gutted.

Next west of Siblev, Lindsay & Curr Com- |

pany, with St. Paul Street running bettweern,
is the department store of Burke, Fitzsim-
mor.s, Hone & Co. That building was saved
by hard svork, the only damage being fromnt
window giass broken by the heat and water
lezking into the storercom. On St. Pauwl
Street, in the rear of the Sibley, Lindsay &

Curr Company's retail store, stood a six- -

story building occupied by the wholesale
cdepartment of the Sibley, Lindsay & Curr

Company, which was destroved with all its
> . :
valuable centents. The stables of the Sib-

Jevr, Lindsay & Curr Company were also
burnea.

The flames ate their way into the rear
of the Granite Building from the \arbl=
PBuilding and then followed a footbridge
across into the wholesale building. )

t is the opinion of experts that the Gran- -
ite Building can safely be repaired. The
framework is of iron and does not appea- .
to be ihjured. The east wall is cracked in |
two places and will have to be rebuilt, but

cltherwise the walls withstood the heat re-
markably well.

A Jivery stable and some frame dwellings
on Division Sireef, 3 narrow thoroughfare
running i the rear of the burned stores,
were damaged by water and falling walis.

There were no casualties and no one was
injured. with the exception that Assistant
Chief Javnes, who was struck by a flying
nozzle, received come bruicses.

Help from Other Cities.’

Soon after the department arrived at the

ccene of the fire it was perceived that the

blaze was ilkely to prove too much for
the local firemeri, anéd Buffalo and Syra-

cus~ were asked f{or help. Engines from-

'b_csth'_.cities were started for Rochester with-
in halfi an hour after the c¢all for aid was
received.

As soon as Fire Chief Quigley of Syra-
cuysze received the appeal for aid he or-
dered his men 1o man their engines.and
hasten to the railroad station, where a

special train was quickly made ready. As-

sistant.Chief Coombes took charge of En-
cines 2, 3, and O, with crews of twenty-
nine men, and boarded the train.

- The &tlart was rpade at 7:45 o'clock, and
two hours later the train arrived in this
city. Witnin five minutes after they ar-
rived the Syracuse companies were un-
loaded and were runhing for the fire,
.The rapid work of the Syracusans and

Continued on Pngre 2.
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their eagerness to jump into the: thick of -
‘the fight wan .the.applauseé of .the Roch-
ester firemen and the crowds. - "They were
cheered: vigorolsly when they' offered to.
station themselves in the most' dangerous.
spet, and manned lines that played on.the .
west wall of the Granite Building, =~ -
| Tt took a seven-hour. fight before the fire-
' men were able to check the progress of the
flames. S : o |
At 6:10 o’clock, as the walls. of the back
half of the Sibley, Jdndsay & Curr .-Com-
pany’'s wholesale building went down,- the:
St. ‘Paul- Street front was blown into the-
street. - .~ Lo -t
. At 8§ o'cleck the front wall of :the Marble -
Block fell into the street, and a .series of
- explosions followed. The Cox Bullding, at |
- 8t, Paul and Division Streets, . was one of .
~the first to go, and the Beadle & Sher-
- burne store followed it into ashes. before
‘long. The dry goods in the varlous.stores
congtituted such inflammable materials.
that the fire was an .exceedingly ‘hot one, -
and spread with great rapidity. The falling
walls made the work of the firemen ex-.
' ceedingly. hazardous, and at. 9 o'clock
Mayer Cutler ordered them to retire at-a
grealer distance from the burning, build- .
1ngs. : . ' A
The arrival of I‘che reinforcements from
Buffalo and Syracuse put new heart into
the local fire-fighters, and not long after-
ward -the. combined forces began to make
‘headway against the flames, but it was not
Junti] nearly 2 o'clock:that Fire Chief Lit-
“tle apncunced the flames. to be under-con-
trol. | SR

- .
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. Tenants Fled from F:lames._. _—

Among the first persons: to be aroused by
the fire were a number of tenants who |
-had roems in the Marble Biock:' ‘They were
fast agleep at the time the alarm was
turned-in, and. the first they knew of the
fire was - when they were awakenéd by the:
glare of flames coming through the win--
dows of their sleeping apartments. They
fled promptly.

The guests of the Hotel Eggleston and the .
Whitcomb House, both of which are across:
the street and but a short distance from
the burned district, were notified of the
fire promptly, and all dressed and prepared
to leave if it should become necessary. .

- Capt. .C.: A, 8immons. of the Highth Sep-
arate Company of the National Guard ot
the State of New York this morning ten-
‘dered to the.Mayer the services of his com-
pany for patrol duty, if they should: be
needed in view of danger from falling
walls. It is thought that Main Street in
the fire district may be closed for several
days, R - -

Trains arriving from the city since the .
middle of the.-forenoon have brought many
sightseers from near-by villages. The.
towns along the main line of the New York
Central and along the Lehigh Valley
brought hundreds of people in to watch the-
fire. . - T _

" The estimated losses and insurance are’
given herewith: . -

.Granite . Building: value, $600,000; insurance,-
$400,000; ioss, $350,000, at present, Cot

Buell Building; value, §75,000; insurance, $60,+

. D00; total loss, - N N

Eliwanger. & Barry Building; value, $20,0060;

insurance, $15,000; total loss., = . )

. .Cornwall Bullding; value, $75,000; -insurandé,
£60,000; total loss; - L c R
' Kirley Bullding, occupied by Rochester Dry.
- Goods Company; value, $35,000; insurance, "$20,-
| 000; total loss., . - o : cLo e

| Building occupled by Waslkover - Shoe Com-,
. pany; value, $10,000; insurance,- $5,000; covered
'by insurance, ' e
.« Sibley, Lindshy

) & Curr Cqm,p»anyf w‘imle‘sé.lgf
.building® value, $250,000; Iinsurance, $250,000;
;total loss. . : . -

Stock ‘in 8ibley, Lindsay- & Curr retajl storég;
value, $300,000; insurance, $300,000; total] lgss, ..
' Stock in Siblgy, Lindsay & Curr wholesale
- building; value, $1,200,000; insurance, $1,000;000;:
total loss, _ .

', "Lenants‘in Granite Building: loss, $200,000; in-.
. surance, $100,000. S ) * :
|, Tenants: in Buell Bullding; loss, _$26,§)00;) Jn-.
“surance;- §20,000. -+ v o e AR

Beadle & Sherburne Company; value of stock,

' $3560,000; insurance, $300,000; total loss,” .

- Rochester Dry (Goods Company; . estimated
value of stock, $150,000; insuranee, " $126,000;
,\'total 1088, - ¢ ¢ N - N

' -Tenants in Kirley Building; estimated losses,
$25,000; insurance, $20,000; total loss,
- Gibbons & Stone, music dealers:
| loss, $15,000; insurance, $15,000. v n
| Walkover Shoe Company; estiinated.10s3, $1b,-

; insurance, 812,000, ) T

. Ten engines are still pouring water on the
‘ruins to-night.- R _ \

' While the affairs of all the burned con-
cerns are as yet in a chaotic condition,-
‘'stéps have already been taken to ’'secure

new quarters, and local insurance men will
zlit once begin the work of adjusting the
.-losses. e PR

. Sibley, .Lindsay & Curr had planned .to
- erect a new building further east in Main,
. Street, extending from Clinton Avenune
' north to North Street. Work 1s 10 -be ba-.
| gun on Aptil 1. All the plans and sbecifi-
‘cations ©f this new building, which is (o
cost more than a million, have been mad
and the contracts let. '

' ROCHESTER INSURANCE LOSS.'

Underwriters Think It May Aggrqéét"eﬁ
. About $1,700,000. ~ .

T.ocal fire underwriters were disposed.
|.to be reticent yesterday as to their losses™
. in the Rochester fire, chilefly because of-
' the heavy blow so many of them sustained.
in the Baltimore conflagration. . By itself’
“‘the Rochester loss would have appeared a.’
'severe experience were it not .for its rela- |
tively insignificant size in comparison with -

Baltimore. ‘ o r
'~ Estimates made up carefully by means
of advices from Rochester during: the aft-
ernoon -indicated.that the_ property wvalue
. destroyed amounted to about $3,020,000, un-
less there should be much more sialvage
in the adjustment than the considergble |
amount now expected. Should.the property .
loss reach §3.020,000, the insurance- loss.-
it is estimated; might aggregate nearly
-§1.700,000, oL
As to the effect of the fire.on:the.insur-
ance companies, there appeared to be no
anxiety, because the burned Rochester risks
had been well distributed among nearly all’
ithe companleg licensed. to do business in.
this State, and pretfy much :h{'y. proportion
to their ability to carry the lines. Owin
t0 the concentration of values, there ha
| been the greatest difficulty to Obtain sufl-
" ficient insurance there, and  loc¢al under-
writers said that there was nb doubt that
nearly all the surplus line companies, all
the treaty companies, and a number of
Lloyds concerns.had underwritten their full
proportionate share of the-values insured.
' The size of many of these outside lines is
likely never to become public, especially.
.those sent abroad. . . . . -.
. In the absence of willingness to give fig-
ures and the lack of specific information
as to the prospects of salvage, ‘only the.
roughest estimates of the insurance in-
volved in the burned atea were to be had,
and these in many instances through out-
of-town sources. The resultant list, al- |
though accounting for but_a portion of the
‘total insurance ‘in the district, : includes
many companies at figures in probable ex-.
cess of what they- will be calle@ upon. to
‘'pay when the adjustment of claims has
been completed.  :This. partial list of the
_gross possible losses of companies, regu-
‘larly entered and doing business.in New.
“York State, follows: . L -
: FOREIGN COMPANIES. ° '~ .
British "Americe .......vevees eeeraanae .. .$5,000
Caledonian ........cccienes ceseessrieeass.10,000
-GommeYCial UniOH h -.cooo-_on_c-inov-.-0-.-0.20'000

estimated

———

"Hamburg-Bremen  ....c.cceseq. eeersnetes 10,000
Law Union and Crown......ocnuevvcveccea. 5,000
Liverpool and London and Globe.......... 35,000 |
London: ASSUTANCE ....eiccecaccrssssasvessd}, 000
London and Lancaghire........cesse crenen 20,000

North - British- and- Mercantile........%:.:.20,000

Northern ASSUTANCe ,...i.secceees yrovees .15,000
‘Norwich Union ............. eeesaaae e 15,000
P&l&tine‘ .l-.o'-'.nnu-t..-.n'..cu‘ﬁ‘..tt.toltl.n 'wo
Phoenix of London. » F B A B W : ------------- T Y 15'000
Royal of Liverpool..... essevtsmveecteranos 25,000 .
Royal Exchange ;............ e eerensranan 20,000
-Scottish Union and National... ,.eeeevvsn 16,000
Sun ’ Of‘ Lonﬁon- *r R ob-ct‘-o-r‘;r--.-.-Iopo-olB'Om. k
'.T]'mriﬂgia sahrempheansnmew P ;-n IR I B N B Y 010,000

" Western 0f TOrONO. . ...ovouevssvivesesesss D000
DOMESTIC COMPANIES. o

Af.‘tna. “e s s T s et aannvangae ooolo..o_oognoo;otg‘-,‘.szo,ooo
. Agricultural s e vmraseamy :'lq P -I- T E R -;::i'_-'!'n. '. 10'00[’ T
, Buffalg Commercial ....i..00vecees seesees 5,000
,’Butfa‘o German L R N N N RN E '5,000;‘
} Commerce of AlbDANnyY.....sveveeaeiceeas= 5,000
,. commonwe&lth sesraves .;..CIDOCC.IC sebuewesn '7;000
: German-meriﬂan L vesRs s ru s s v ar Ny, 15.000
“Germania L. ) il iiiiienean crcesensavera 10,600
! GI&HBF&“S '."_'-:'Il Ilr e :; - =reassttesasnaersry, 10.000
| Tiremen’s “FONA, ...aceniiecsrannrsa essnes 35,000 .
| Fire ‘AS‘BOClﬂtion resssuee .’l 1] !.‘l Seamtane o ey 10, 1:1
|' Hanover-“qco_i¢-o-'-uo -Ilo...q..l.!ii_oo..l-.’"]-s,ooo“
l Home ey Avssssnaa _Q_R_l_l suman ALQ, cem s . .e "4 15’000:
CHEPEIOTA - vo L Sl S T e e e e SO VY 20,000

i Insurances Company of North 'Amei-i_cg;:-,‘,‘._.-':}ziooo j
Niak‘ar& EXXREEX nl'i'o pl »e X Veensaanned sty 9.%0
LT . ’ ' ,,..,‘f’_,

e e - £ : o -"..-il-""--' sl e : e :'_.i. '--‘-L-';-_"""" St T '
. P L PR B I B LTIt I P e PR LR AT LT e e e e i
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National of Hartford........ cerqencsnaans 11,000
Qurient of Hartford.....,. ensacesrsevmaresr 4,000
Pennsylvania ............ R 8,000
QP.B-GH__;-.-.-'.-.Q ..............  npbteody '.-i.-.iogmo_
Rochester ' German ..e....vesee. e essagees 20,000
United Stﬂ-teS R Y I ) IR E X EEEEEET E N Fe s s m e - 6.000

' YWestchester. . . .......... “eleeae tehenaaenaes 8,000
Willfamsburg City .........cccececeeonnn 5,000

.. 'The chief comment-on the fire by under-
writers was that it Qethonstrated how..a
-.modern bullding of slow-burning, or 'so-
' ealled * fireproof,”” construction could act
as a fire wall, while its own interior suc-
cumbhed. and part of its frame was injured
gsericusly. . - -
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